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THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  JAMES  BIRDSALL 
Introduction 

This  is  a  preliminary  outline  of  the  James  branch  of  the  Birdsall 
family  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  in  which  the  Arthur  Orlando  Birdsall  sons 
represent  the  fifth  generation.  The  following  genealogical  record  of 
this  particular  line  of  the  Birdsalls  begins  more  than  160  years  ago, 
and  is  documented  in  census  and  military  records,  as  well  as  other 
official  papers,  on  file  at  the  National  Archives  and  the  Library  of 
Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  each  of  the  first  four  generations 

shown  here  had  a  James  or  a  Samuel  as  head  of  the  family,  dating  from 

James  *  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1800-1  and  moved  to  Wood  County, 

Ohio,  in  the  early  1830's.  This  James  and  the  succeeding  two  gener- 
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ations,  Samuel  and  James  ,  all  were  carpenters  by  trade.  The  Birdsall 
were  pioneers  on  the  Ohio  frontier  and  James  *  held  several  elective 
township  offices  in  the  1830's  and  1840' s.  There  were  a  number  of 
other  Birdsall  families  in  the  area  whose  connection,  if  any,  with 
James  *  yet  remains  to  be  established.  The  family  name  was  spelled 
Birdsell  in  many  of  the  early  records. 

While  the  James  who  moved  to  Wyandotte,  Michigan,  about  1900,  may 
have  referred  to  himself  as  a  "York  State  Yankee",  actually  he  was 
born  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  17  February  1869;  however,  both  his  father 
and  grandfather  were  born  in  New  York.  James^  Samuel,  of  Wyandotte, 
Michigan,  carried  the  names  of  his  father,  grandfather,  and  great  grand 


father. 
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This  family  history  is  necessarily  incomplete  until  such  time 
as  the  origin  of  the  family  in  New  York  can  be  definitely  deter¬ 
mined.  Also,  there  are  several  unanswered  questions  which  cannot  be 
resolved  without  further  research.  For  instance,  was  the  Samuel 
Birdsall  who  bought  40  acres  of  Milton  Township  land  in  1834  the 
father  or  a  brother  of  James1?  VJhat  was  the  origin  and  significance 
of  the  middle  name  of  James  Bririer  Birdsall?  Was  it  his  grand¬ 
mother's  maiden  name?  It  is  questions  like  these  that  provide  the 
incentive  for  additional  searching  of  civil,  church,  and  Federal 
records,  local  histories,  and  other  sources  for  this  information. 


To  the  memory  of  James  Birdsall  and  all  his  descendants 
this  record  is  respectfully  dedicated. 


NOTE:  Numbers  following  given  names  are  used  to  identify 
the  different  generations  in  order  of  succession  in 
the  introductory  text.  Heads  of  families  in  direct 
line  of  descent  are  capitalized  in  the  family  history. 

ABBREVIATIONS:  b.  -  born 

m.  -  married 
d.  -  died 
ca.  -  circa,  about 


■ 
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WHAT  IS  PAST  IS  PROLOGUE  .....  STUDY  THE  PAST* 

The  Descendants  of  James  Birdsall 
Generation  One 

JAMES  Birdsall,  progenitor  ancestor  of  this  line,  was  born  in 
New  York  in  1800-1.  His  parentage  is  so  far  unknown.  Between 
1825-9  he  married  Th&mer,  who  also  was  born  in  New  York,  but  whose 
family  name  is  undetermined.  By  1830  they  had  a  daughter  under  five 
years  of  age,  and  on  21  February  1832  a  son,  SAMUEL  Monroe,  was  bom. 
Both  children  were  born  in  New  York.  JAMES  was  a  carpenter. 

JAMES  moved  his  family  from  New  York  to  Ohio  in  the  fall  of  1832 
or  spring  of  1833,  during  the  period  when  the  West  was  opened  up  fol¬ 
lowing  the  War  of  1812.  On  21  August  1833  at  the  land  office  in 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  JAMES  acquired  a  patent  for  160  acres  of  land  in 
Liberty  Township,  Wood  County,  for  which  he  paid  $1.25  per  acre. 

(The  next  year  a  Samuel  Birdsall  bought  40  acres  of  similar  U.  S. 
lands  at  the  same  price  in  adjoining  Milton  Township.) 

In  1840  JAMES'  eldest  daughter  was  between  10-15  years  of  age, 
SAMUEL  was  8,  they  had  a  daughter  between  5  and  10,  and  there  were 
two  other  daughters,  Elsa,  4,  and  Margaret,  2,  both  born  in  Ohio. 

As  of  26  July  1850,  JAMES  Birdsall  was  48;  his  wife,  Thamer,  was 
43.  During  the  previous  10  years  the  two  oldest  daughters  had  left 
the  household,  probably  to  marry,  and  two  more  children  had  been 
borns  Sarah  A.,  born  1840-1,  and  James  Oscar,  20  August  1848.  SAMUEL 
now  was  18  and  was  learning  to  be  a  carpenter.  The  family  was  living 


in  Perry sburg. 
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Also  ia  1850,  there  was  a  family  named  Bellville  living  in 
Perrysburg.  A  daughter,  Nancy,  9  in  1850,  11  years  later  married 
SAMUEL  Birdsall. 

The  earliest  land  purchases  were  made  in  Liberty  Township  between 
1825  and  1835.  JAMES  Birdsall  was  a  pioneer  buyer  of  United  States 
lands  in  the  area  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Liberty  Township. 
The  land  purchased  by  JAMES  on  21  August  1833  was  described  in  the 
certificate  as  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  number  18,  Township 
number  4  north,  of  Range  number  10,  containing  160  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  $200  in  cash.  About  the  middle  of  April,  1834,  a  son  of 
pioneer  Henry  Dubbs  settled  near  the  west  line  of  section  18.  At  that 
time  there  was  but  one  family,  JAMES  Birdsall* s,  in  Wood  County,  west 
of  Portage.  B irdsal Is  lived  about  a  mile  from  Dubbs,  through  the 
woods.  A  few  weeks  later  another  family  built  a  cabin  between  Dubbs 
and  B irdsal Is.  During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1834  a  number  of  other 
families  moved  in.  Friendly  Indians  were  almost  daily  visitors  to  the 
small  settlements  in  the  area. 

Liberty  Township  was  established  2  March  1835,  and  the  first 
meeting  for  the  choice  of  township  officers  was  ordered  to  be  held  in 
a  private  home  the  first  Monday  of  April  following,  JAMES  Birdsall 
was  one  of  the  trustees  nominated  and  elected  and  also  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1842  he  served  as  assessor  and  was  again 
elected  a  trustee  in  1843.  During  the  winter  of  1842-3,  one  of  the 
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longest  and  most  severe  in  Wood  County  history,  the  supply  of  corn 
fodder  and  prairie  hay  gave  out;  many  settlers'  cattle  and  hogs 
starved  and  froze  to  death. 

James  died  at  the  age  of  53  on  9  February  1854;  Thamer  on  16 
September  1851  at  age  44.  Both  are  buried  in  Fort  Meigs  Cemetery, 
Perrysburg,  Ohio. 

1932267 

Children  of  JAMES  and  Thamer; 

Daughter,  b,  1825-28,  N.  Y. 

Daughter,  b.  ca.  1830,  N.  Y. 

SAMUEL  Monroe,  b.  21  February  1832,  N.  Y.,  m.  24  January  1861, 
d.  5  August  1905. 

Elsa,  b.  ca.  1837,  Ohio. 

Margaret,  b.  ca.  1838,  Ohio. 

Sarah  A.,  b.  ca.  1840*  Ohio. 

James  Oscar,  b.  20  August  1848,  Ohio. 


References ; 

Records  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Historical  Record  of  Wood  County,  Ohio  -  Chicago,  1897 
The  Pioneer  Scrapbook  of  Wood  County  and  the  Maumee  Valley, 
C.  W.  Evers,  1910 
Census  records,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Bible  record  in  possession  of  Roger  James,  eldest  son  of 
Arthur  0.  B irdsall ,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan 
Fort  Meigs  Cemetery  records,  Perrysburg,  Ohio 


Generation  Two 


In  the  summer  of  1860,  SAMUEL  Monroe  Birdsall,  at  the  age  of 
28  and  still  unmarried,  was  living  with  Nathan  I.  Baldwin  and  his 
family  in  Perrysburg.  SAMUEL  had  his  12-year-old  brother,  James 
Oscar,  with  him.  (The  Baldwins  had  come  from  New  York  between 
1840-53  with  their  son  John,  17;  William,  6,  was  born  in  Ohio. 

Nathan  Baldwin  was  a  day  laborer,  and  there  was  a  servant  living 
in  the  household.) 

The  next  year,  on  19  January  1861,  SAMUEL  Birdsall  and  Nancy 
Bellville  applied  for  a  marriage  license  and  were  married  on  24 
January  1861  by  the  Reverend  Jasen  Wilcox.  ■ SAMUEL  was  28  and  Nancy, 

19.  Nancy  came  from  a  large  family  and  was  born  in.  Perrysburg  23 
October  1841.  (Her  farmer  father  James,  was  bom  in  Delaware;  her 
mother,  Eliza,  in  Ohio.)  SAMUEL  and  his  bride  settled  in  Perrysburg. 

On  22  December  1861,  a  daughter,  Mary  Eliza,  was  born,  and  two 
years  later,  Elvira  Eugena,  another  daughter.  On  17  February  1869 
SAMUEL  arid  Nancy  had  a  son,  JAMES  Bririer.  When  the  census  enumerator 
interviewed  the  Birdsall  family  on  19  July  1870,  JAMES  was  just  one 
year,  five  months  old.  (Exactly  a  week  before  on  a  farm  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ohio,  a  family  named  Bradbrook  was  similarly  counted  in  the 
census.  The  family  consisted  of  Robert,  62,  his  wife  Mary,  53,  and 
two  sons;  Samuel,  22,  and  George,  19,  both  of  whom  were  farm  laborers. 
Robert’s  father  was  born  in  England;  his  mother  in  Pennsylvania.  Georg 
Bradbrook  later  married  Mary  Birdsall.) 
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Hulda  Irene  was  born  12  February  1872,  and  in  1875,  son  Warren 
Ara  was  born  to  SAMUEL  and  Nancy.  Five  years  later,  Mary,  now  18, 
was  earning  a  living  as  a  dressmaker,  Elvira  was  working  in  a  local 
factory i  and  the  three  younger  children  were  in  school.  SAMUEL  now 
was  48  years  old  and  Nancy,  39. 

Carpentry  was  destined  to  be  the  occupational  heritage  of  three 
successive  generations  of  Birdsalls,  and  as  soon  as  JAMES  was  old 
enough  he  became  a  carpenter  like  his  father  and  grandfather  before 
him,  a  trade  he  was  to  follow  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

SAMUEL  died  at  the  age  of  73  on  5  August  1905;  Nancy  on  9  April 
1910  at  age  68.  Both  are  buried  in  Fort  Meigs  Cemetery,  Perrysburg, 
Ohio. 

Children  of  SAMUEL  and  Nancy: 

Mary  Eliza,  b.  22  December  1861,  Ohio,  m.  George  Bradbrook. 

Elvira  Eugena,  b.  5  May  1863,  Ohio,  m.  _ Austin. 

JAMES  Bririer,  b.  17  February  1869,  Ohio,  m.  Clara  Phoebe  Smith, 
19  September  1903,  d.  31  December  1923. 

Hulda  Irene,  b.  12  February  1872,  Ohio,  m.  (1)  0.  D.  Finch; 

(2)  _  Jackman. 

Warren  Ara,  b,  1875,  Ohio. 

Viola  Sophia  and  Aldora  Melinda,  twins,  b.  ? 

Orlando  Lee,  b.  ? 

Elroy  Earl,  b,  ?,  d.  11  January  1881. 


References : 
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Wood  County  Probate  Court  records,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 
Census  records,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Bible  record  in  possession  of  Roger  James,  eldest  son  of 

Arthur  0.  Birdsall,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan 
Fort  Meigs  Cemetery  records,  Perrysburg,  Ohio 

Generation  Three 

JAMES  Bririer  Birdsall  was  29  years  old  on  17  February  1898, 
and  may  have  been  living  at  the  time  with  George  and  Mary  Bradbrook 
at  147  Eureka  Road,  Wyandotte,  Michigan.  On  the  Fourth  of  July 
1898,  during  the  War  with  Spain,  JAMES  enlisted  in  the  Army  at 
Wyandotte,  and  subsequently  was  assigned  to  Company  F,  35th  Regiment 
Michigan  Infantry.  The  unit  was  organized  and  mustered  into  service 
at  Camp  Eaton,  Island  Lake,  Michigan,  between  9-25  July  1898.  JAMES 
joined  the  35th  Infantry  on  22  July  1898,  and  served  as  an  artificer 
with  Company  F . 

Private  JAMES  B.  Birdsall,  along  with  a  number  of  other  soldiers, 
was  poisoned  by  milk  served  at  Camp  Eaton.  He  suffered  from  stomach 
and  intestinal  trouble  from  then  on  and  was  limited  to  a  strict  diet 
for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  regiment  left  Island  Lake  14  September,  and  arrived  at  Camp 
Meade,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  15th.  While  still  in  Michigan  JAMES  was 
granted  a  three-day  pass  and  visited  the  Bradbrooks  in  Wyandotte  3-5 
September.  At  Camp  Meade  he  was  sick  in  his  quarters  22-23  September. 
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The  next  month  he  was  given  a  7 -day  furlough  and  spent  five  days, 

19-24  October,  at  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mary  Bradbrook,  in 
Wyandotte.  The  35th  Infantry  left  Camp  Meade  10  November  1898,  and 
arrived  at  Camp  MacKenz ie ,  Augusta,  Georgia,  two  days  later. 

JAMES  again  was  sick  and  confined  to  quarters  4-6  December. 

He  was  promoted  to  corporal  7  March  1899,  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge  when  the  unit  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Camp 
MacKenz ie,  31  March  1899. 

At  the  time  of  his  discharge,  JAMES  was  30  years  old,  5  feet 
7%  inches  in  height,  weighed  136  pounds,  and  had  a  fair  complexion, 
brown  hair,  and  blue-grey  eyes. 

Immediately  upon  his  discharge,  JAMES  returned  to  the  Bradbrooks 
in  Wyandotte  where  he  stayed  off  and  on  for  the  next  18  months. 

During  this  period,  he  and  George  Bradbrook  worked  together  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times.  From  2-22  December  1899,  JAMES  daily  visited  Doctor 
F.  P.  Sprague  in  Wyandotte.  He  was  completely  run  down  physically, 
and  showed  the  effects  of  non-assimilation  of  food  and  of  malaria, 
according  to  the  doctor.  The  stomach  condition  at  that  time  was  such 
that  he  could  do  no  work;  it  was  considered  incurable  and  serious 
enough  so  that  ultimately  he  would  be  unable  to  work  more  than  half 
of  the  time. 

Early  in  June  1901,  JAMES  saw  Doctor  John  E.  Brooke  in  Prairie 
Depot  (now  Wayne) ,  Ohio,  for  treatment  of  the  old  stomach  complaint. 
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and  on  14  June  1901,  filed  an  application  for  a  disability  pension 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  pension  was  approved,  based  on  records  of 
army  surgeons  and  supporting  affidavits  from  several  doctors  in 
private,  practice  and  people  who  had  known  him  well  before  and  after 
the  War  with  Spain. 

On  Saturday,  19  September  1903,  JAMES  Bririer  Birdsall,  at  the 
age  of  34,  married  Clara  Phoebe  Smith,  18,  at  the  Fort  Street 
Presbyterian  Church,  Detroit,  Michigan.  It  was  a  fair  September  day 
with  a  temperature  in  Detroit  of  62°.  The  Reverend  Edward  H.  Pence, 
Pastor,  performed  the  ceremony,  and  witnesses  were  Miss  Annie 
Hambaum  and  Harvey  Williams.  Clara  was  born  in  Brownstown  Township, 
Wayne  County,  Michigan,  on  22  January  1885.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Katherine  (Neisen)  Smith.  (Samuel  was  born  in  New  York; 
his  parents  in  Pennsylvania.  Katherine  and  both  her  parents  were 
born  in  Prussia.  The  Smiths  had  a  son,  George,  10  years  older  than 
Clara,  and  also  born  in  Michigan.) 

JAMES  and  Clara  (Smith)  Birdsall  began  their  married  life  in 
Wyandotte,  Michigan,  in  the  early  fall  of  1903.  JAMES  Samuel,  their 
first  child,  and  representing  the  fourth  generation  in  this  family 
record,  was  born  21  July  1904.  A  daughter,  Katherine  Elizabeth,  was 
bora  4  August  1906, 

The  family  was  on  Pearl  Street  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  three 
years  later,  when  a  second  son,  Oscar  Monroe,  was  born  on  19  April 
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1909.  Oscar  Monroe  had  the  middle  names  of  his  grandfather  and 
great-uncle.  The  other  children,  all  born  in  Michigan,  were? 

Warren  Earl,  21  March  1911;  Clara  May,  27  July  1913;  Mary  Florence, 

5  October  1915;  Arthur  Orlando,  1  April  1918. 

Within  a  year  or  two  of  Arthur's  birth,  the  family  moved  to 
366  Chestnut  Street,  Wyandotte.  On  New  Year's  Eve,  1923,  JAMES 
(the  father)  was  missing  from  his  home  and  was  never  again  seen 
alive.  At  noon  on  Sunday,  16  March  1924,  his  body,  later  identified 
by  JAMES  Samuel,  was  found  in  the  Detroit  River  near  the  foot  of  Oak 
Street,  George  Smith,  an  employee  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad, 
made  the  discovery.  A  death  certificate  showing  accidental  drowning 
as  the  cause  of  death  was  issued  on  17  March  1924,  and  JAMES  was 
buried  in  West  Mound  Cemetery  18  March  1924.  JAMES  Bririer  Birdsall 
died  at  the  age  of  54  years,  10  months,  and  14  days. 

An  application  for  a  widow's  pension  was  filed  by  Clara  on  5  May 
1924,  at  which  time  five  of  the  seven  children  were  under  16  years  of 
age.  The  pension  application  was  approved  and  was  continued  until 
Clara's  death  33  years  later.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Wyandotte,  and  was  active  in  womens'  service  work. 

Clara  Phoebe  (Smith)  Birdsall  died  in  Wyandotte,  Michigan,  6 
March  1957,  at  the  age  of  72,  and  was  buried  in  West  Mound  Cemetery, 


Taylor,  Michigan. 
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Children  of  JAMES  and  Clara: 

James  Samuel,  b.  21  July  1904,  m.  Angelina  Kowal,  15  October 
1934,  d.  22  October  1952. 

Katherine  Marie,  b.  4  August  1906,  m.  (1)  August  Tice,  4  August 

1923;  (2)  Joseph  Zollner,  8  June  1940. 

Oscar  Monroe,  b.  19  April  1909,  m.  (1)  Ellie  Wertanen;  (2)  Mary 
Clements  Raubolt. 

Warren  Earl,  b.  21  March  1911,  m.  Marie  Villaire,  12  April  1939. 

Clara  May,  b.  27  July  1913,  m.  Harold  George  Perry,  13  January 
1940. 

Mary  Florence,  5  October  1915,  m.  Robert  Edgington,  25  August 

1951. 

Arthur  Orlando,  b.  1  April  1918,  m.  Kathleen  Elizabeth  White, 

14  June  1941. 


References: 

Military  Service  Branch,  National  Archives  and  Records  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Military  pension  records,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Census  records,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Generation  Four 

The  seven  children  of  JAMES  Bririer  and  Clara  (Smith)  Birdsall, 
enumerated  above,  are  the  fourth  generation  descendants  of  the  first 
JAMES,  progenitor  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family.  Each  member 
can  supplement  this  record  with  statistics  and  other  family  infor¬ 
mation  for  future  reference. 
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Generation  Five 

The  four  sons  of  Arthur  Orlando  perpetuate  the  family  name 
into  the  fifth  generation:  Roger  James,  b.  17  December  1942; 
Douglas  George,  b.  1  July  1947;  Alan  Frederick,  b.  1  April  1949; 
Gordon  William,  b.  15  August  1953. 

As  they  become  interested  in  the  fundamental  sources  of  their 
name  and  family,  they  probably  will  reflect  often  on  the  life  and 
times  of  their  great-great-grandfather  JAMES,  whose  origin  in  New 
York  in  the  first  year  of  the  19th  century  established  the 
ancestry  of  this  family  line  and  provided  the  basis  for  this 
genealogical  record. 


WHAT  IS  PAST  IS  PROLOGUE  --------  STUDY  TOE  PAST* 


inscription  on  the  National  Archives  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

H.  G.  and  C.  M.  B.  Perry 
Arlington,  Virginia 
1962 


